
Summary of the Process of Performing a Phonemic Analysis 
 
 
 

Start Here 

List the phonetic 
environments in which 
the sounds in question 

appear 

Do the sounds 
occur in the 

same 
environment? 

YES 

Do the words 
have the same 

meaning? 

NO 

The words 
form 

minimal 
pairs

No 
prediction 
is possible 

The sounds are 
in overlapping  

distribution 

Prediction is 
possible 

NO 

The sounds are in 
complementary 

distribution 

YES 

The sounds are in 
contrastive 
distribution 

The sounds are 
allophones of 

different 
phonemes

The sounds are 
allophones of 

the same 
phonemes 

The sounds are 
in free  

variation 


